Board of Trustees’ Decision to Reinvest in Levit Campus
Frequently Asked Questions
Q: What led to the board’s decision to stay and reinvest in the Levit Campus?
A: Once all of the renovations resulting from Harvey-related flood damage were
finished, the board was again able to focus on the future of the J. Like many
homeowners in the aftermath of Harvey, the J’s board paused to consider all
its options and ultimately felt that a reinvestment in the Levit Campus was
the best option.
Q: Is the Federation also staying?
A: Yes. The Jewish Federation will remain on campus as well and is actively
considering its long-term facility needs.
Q: What are the plans for the building? The campus?
A: Master planning has begun with a team of architects from Gensler partnering
with J leadership. There are several key elements being addressed. Some
include accessibility into and around the J, state-of-the-art aquatics facilities
– for example, we do know that we will need to replace the indoor pool –
mitigation against future flooding, security enhancements, and the creation of
flexible and enticing programming spaces.
Q: How and when do you plan to share the plans with the community?
A: Plans are being developed by the architects in partnership with J staff and
community leaders. Once the master plans are complete, we will be able to
share our vision and future direction. We anticipate that this initial planning
process will be completed in late Spring 2019.
Q: Will the J stay open during renovation? How will that impact or disrupt
programming and the facility as a whole?
A: Yes, the J will stay open during renovation. Membership and service to the
community are our top priorities, which is why we will carefully review all
programs to minimize disruption while making sure that what and how we do
our work is of the highest quality.

Q: Will the J add anything new?
A: Although we are in the initial planning stages, we believe that critical
elements will include new general locker rooms, executive locker rooms, a
new indoor pool, accessibility into and around the J and more flexible
program spaces. Once the master planning is complete, we will be in a better
position to share more details.
Q: How will the renovations be funded?
A: Once plans are finalized, we will begin to both create a fundraising plan and
establish meetings with community leaders to share ideas, discuss goals and
lay the foundation for a capital campaign.
Q: Many young Jewish families and individuals are moving into Bellaire,
the Heights, West Houston and other areas of town. Given the city’s
sprawl, how will the J stay relevant to those who may not live near
Meyerland?
A: We know that to continue to remain relevant, we must continue to provide
more offsite programming in the arts, education and other programs, and we
are committed to this strategy as part of our vision. One of our current
examples is Mishpacha and Me, an outreach initiative for families with young
children that creates meaningful Jewish engagement via offsite programs in
central locations throughout Houston.

